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Bhe Memorial.

§
é The Cenotaph is the central feature, and leading direct to the Durham road is the main en-

 trance, with double wrought iron gates. A wide path leads up to the Cenotaph and Shelters. The
Cenotaph is square on plan in Heworth Stone in Ashlar with rebated points, so designed that a
Cross is indicated on each face. It is mounted on a circular stylobate. The arms of the Cross
on three faces has an enrichment in the shape of a laurel wreath and festoon, indicative of victory.

The Cenotaph is finished with heavy cornice and dentilled courses.

The cornice is surmounted by two blocking courses.
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At the base of the Cross on three sides is a bronze tablet with the names of the fallen, while
above this tablet on the main facade is a memorial inscription cut in the stone, as follows :—

“To the Glory of God and in memory of Officers, Non-commissioned Officers and Men
of Birtley Parish, who made the supreme sacrifice in the Great War, 1914-1918.
For God. King and Country. The sacred cause of Justice and the Freedom of the
World.”

The Cenotaph is surrounded by a circular brick wall with a stone coping, and is flanked by
two Shelters so positioned that an unobstructed view of the Cenotaph is obtained from North
and South. These Shelters are in a free style in keeping with the Cenotaph in stone.

The Shelters are mainly constructed of timber with glazed ends and open front, with a pitch-
pine seat around the three sides. Footpaths are taken from the main path along the front of
the Shelters, and returning to the main gates. The whole site is enclosed by a wrought iron
boundary fence on a dwarf brick wall with stone coping.

The ground surrounding the Cenotaph and Shelters has been turfed and shrubbery beds
interspersed.
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Inauguration of Iemorial Fund.

At a public meeting held on January 28th, 1919, it was unanimously agreed that a War
Memotial be erected in memory of those who had made the supreme sactifice.

It was decided that the Memorial thould take the form of Cottage Homes for the dependants
of those who had given their lives during the Great War.
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'At a subsequent meeting, however, it was decided to erect a Cenotaph and Two Public
Shelters on a portion of land named Constables Garth, situated by the side of the great North
Road. "= The land was the gift of the Birtley Freeholders and Mr.A. R. Fleet.

Mr. G. L. CorriNs made an offer (conditionally) of 500 War Savings Certificates. The offer
§ was enthusiastically accepted.

e

Mr. COLLINS stlpulated that the Certificates he offered were to be given as prizes in a
prize drawing.
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The following Committee was appointed and carried the scheme to a successful issue :— %
v 4 &
Chairman - - - MRr. JAMES GILLILAND. %%
53
Treasurer - - MR. BERTRAM BorLawm. %
Secretaries - - = Mr. R. Homssox and MRr. B. OLIVER. %
Works Committee.—Messrs. J. Gilliland, B. Bolam, F. Bowman, J. Dodds. Eg%
Committee.—Messrs. John Dodds, P. Malone, C. Laws, E. H. Kirkup, C. Bolam, %

J. Atkinson, T. Neville, T. Hannan, W. Baxter, F. Bowman, M. Robinson,

C. Lawson, F. Ross ; along with Mr. R. Richardson, Mr. T. Jackson, Mr. R. Allison,

Mr. W. Armstrong, and others of the British Legion Club.

50,000 Tickets were issued at 1/- each, and the great bulk were purchased by all sections of %
the community with avidity. %
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- The “Draw” for the prize winners took place in the Recreation Ground, and the following
War Savings Certificates were won :—First Prize, £100; Second and Third Prizes, £50 each ; Four
Prizes of £25 each ; Eight Prizes of £12 each: Ten Prizes of £5 each . Fifty-four Prizes of £1
each. ‘A pr17e of £25 was also awarded to the person who dlsposed of the book containing the

winning num ber
\

- From the Sale of Tickets, Donations, and Bank Interest the 'amount of £1,900 was

realised.
. The Memorial was designed by Messrs. DAVIDSON & Sow, Architects, of Gosforth.

. The contract for the carrying out of the work and the erection of the iron palisading: and
the E ntrance Gates was placed with Messrs. BoLaM, StMpson & BoLaw.

* The Bronze Tablets were supplied by Messrs. H. WALKER & Sow, Newcastle

The Trees and Shrubs were supplied by Mess_rs." FELL & Co., of Hexham.
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BIRTLEY AND THE GREAT WAR.

Nine vears ago (to-day being the Anniversary of the Declaration of War) the fiat was scattered
broadcast by wireless, aeroplane and other methods, that England had decided to stand by the
side of the weak.

Within a short time our Boys, who were encamped at Conway, were en route to intercept
the Prussian Autocrat who had violated Belgian Territory.  Other volunteers were numerous,
as has been the case from time immemorial.

Shortly afterwards the “‘Derby Scheme” was inaugurated, and Birtley is proud, and justly
proud, that 1,350 of her sons offered their services to King and Country duringjthis momentous
week.
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2
At last, on account of the reduction in the output of coal, miners were forbidden to enlist. %
Men of mature age promptly stepped into the breach and valiantly held the fort. %
; 5y . ; : i
Heroism has always been a trait in the Durham miners’ character, and the war gave him the :
opportunity to show his sterling qualities.
S
Many distinctions were won, and not only British decorations, for several of our warriors ﬁ
5
&

A munition factory for the manufacture of projectiles was built in an incredible short
\\space of time, and was mainly manned by workmen of Belgian nationality. The Housing %ﬁ

received from our Allies emblems for valour performed on sea, land, and air.
1‘\6}_1‘1esti(>‘n:was soon settled, and Elisabethville with its thousand wooden dwellings were speedily u;

soécupied by our foreign allies.

In jlléfcice to the women and girl$ it must be said they did their share duriﬁg the'gfezlt Ccrisis,

Lo

I . . . :
C B 1in consequence of the shortage of male labour they, along with their fathers and brothers, were
) § " the means of sending out to the troops millions of cartridge cases which at this period was so
%ﬁ . much needed. ‘ ‘ - o L
% . Other ladies helped, too, by providing comforts for the soldiers or giving their services as L
‘ Nurses. In no small measure all these helped to win the war. g

i
n
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In no small measure all these helped to win the war.

The aftermath of War is a painful story to unfold. 189 of those who were with us nine
years ago lie somewhere on the battlefields, and others their resting place is only known to
the Almighty Eye.

" They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old :
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn,
At the going of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.

As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust,
Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain,

As the stars that are starry in the time of our darkness,
To the end, to the end, they remain, )

“Who stands if Freedom falls,
Who dizs if England live.”

e e e L e S e e

’1,%%%%%%%%ﬁ%%%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%%%%%%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
16




[image: image18.jpg]FURYR Eﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁgﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%gﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%

Foll of Flonour.
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Private J. WiLson, D.L.T.
Private J. WiLson, N.F.

Private R. WiLson, N.F.

Private G. WorTHINGTON, M.G.C.
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Order of Service.
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A Procession will leave the Recreation Ground at 2 p.m., and be headed by St. Joseph’s:and .
Urpeth Collieries Band. > :

2-30 p.m. Mr. JAMES GILLILAND, Chairman of Committee, will hand key of the gates (pregénted %

by Contractors), to Mr. G. L. CoLLINS to unlock them. Qg

; : - 5

Then the party, headed by Capt. P. Kirkup, 8th D.L.I, D.S.0., M.C., will make their Eg

way to the Cenotaph, inspecting a guard of honour under the direction of Capt. LEYBOURNE. &

-f 2
3 ]
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NRecessional FIymn

By Rupvarp KipLiNG.

God of our Fathers, known of old,
Lord of our far-flung battle line,
Beneath whose awful hand we hold
Dominion over palm and pine—-
Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet,
Lest we forget, lest we forget !

The tumult and the shouting dies ;
The Captains and the Kings depart ;
Still stands Thine ancient sacrifice,
An humble and a contrite heart.
Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet,
Lest we forget, lest we forget !

Far-called, our navies melt away ;

On dune and headland sinks the fire ;
Lo, all our pomp of yesterday

Is one with Ninevah and Tyre !
Judge of the nations, spare us yet !
Lest we forget, lest we forget !

The heathen heart that puts her trust
In reeking tube and iron shard,
All valiant dust that builds on dust,
And guarding, calls not Thee to guard,
For frantic boast and foolish word—
Thy mercy on Thy people, Lord !

Unveiling of Cenotaph
By CAPT. KIRKUP, DS.O., M.C.
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Dedication of Cenotapl *
By Rev. GEO. WALTER KING.
Platoon j"ire. t
Last Post. ;'

ERURYS
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: Interval of Gwo Mlinutes Silence. 0
A ue
""1'

Let us for a short space keep silence and remember with thanksgiving the men of the Parish 2

who have died in the service of their country. _ i

Short Addresses by Ministers of Churches. i
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“O God our help in ages past.”

O God our help in ages past, Before the hills in order stood
Our hope for years to come, Or earth received her frame,
Our shelter from the stormy blast, From everlasting Thou art God,
And our eternal home. To endless years the same.

Beneath the shadows of Thy throne A thousand ages in Thy sight
Thy Saints have dwelt secure : Are like an evening gone ;

Sufficient is Thine Arm alone, Short as the watch that ends the night
And our defence is sure. Before the rising sun.

O God our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come

Be Thou our guard while troubles last,
And our eternal home. Amen.





[image: image29.jpg]While this hymn is being sung Wreaths will be placed on the Cenotaph in the following order :—

Mrs. M. J. LEDGER, on behalf of the Widows and Mothers.
Master THOMAS MARTIN, on behalf of the Orphans and Dependants.
Mr. R. HossoN, on behalf of the Committee.

Ex Service Men, Birtley Parish Council, Relatives and friends of the fallen.

PRESENTATIONS.

Mr. Francis Bowman, on behalf of the Committee, will present Deed of Conveyance to the
Chairman of the Parish Council, who will accept Memorial on behalf of the Parish, and Mr. B.
Boray, J.P., will present Capt. Kirkup with a memento of the unveiling.

Mr. T. NeviLLE, J.P., will move a vote of thanks to Capt. KIRKUP and others, and Mr. C.
Laws will second same.

“ Gop SAvE THE KING.”






